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ROLEX CELEBRATES 40TH EDITION AS
OFFICIAL TIMEKEEPER OF THE U.S. OPEN

Geneva, Switzerland, Wednesday, 05 June 2019 — One of the greatest golfing
venues in the world, Pebble Beach Golf Links will welcome 156 of the world's best
professional and amateur golfers for the 119th edition of the U.S. Open from 13-16
June.

This will be the sixth time that Pebble Beach has hosted the event, one of the four
annual golf Majors, highlighting the championship pedigree of this revered course
which celebrates its centenary year in 2019. This year also marks the 40th edition of
the tournament that Rolex will preside over as Official Timekeeper, a position it has
held since 1980.

For more than 50 years, the Swiss watch manufacturer has nurtured one of the most
enduring relationships between a brand and sport. In 1967 Rolex partnered with
Arnold Palmer, joined by friends and rivals Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player, affectionately
known as The Big Three, who played a key role in modernizing this ancient sport.

Since then, Rolex has become intimately linked with golf, extending its support to every
level of the game, from its elite players, to men and women's Major championships
and the foremost professional tours around the globe. It is a partnership steeped in
quality, reliability and a pioneering spirit, attributes that permeate everything Rolex
does.

KOEPKA AIMING FOR HISTORIC THIRD CONSECUTIVE WIN
Not only is it an important year for the Swiss watch manufacturer and Pebble Beach,
Rolex Testimonee Brooks Koepka will arrive at this dramatic stretch of California
coastline with the opportunity to continue his sequence of historic victories. In winning
the 2019 PGA Championship in May, Koepka reclaimed the World No. 1 ranking and
became the first golfer to successfully defend two Major titles. He clinched his fourth
Major at the Bethpage Black Course on New York's Long Island after claiming the 2018
PGA title at Bellerive Country Club in Missouri. At Pebble Beach he will be aiming to
become only the second golfer to win the U.S. Open title three years in a row, a feat
not repeated since Scotland'’s Willie Anderson won in 1903, 1904 and 1905.

The course requires long drives from the tee, yet precise iron play around the greens,
an exacting challenge that ensures only the worthiest can be crowned champion. In
his quest for a momentous third successive U.S. Open title, Koepka must once again
rely on his accuracy and consistency, qualities that are echoed in Rolex's quest for
perpetual excellence in all its endeavours.
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Should the 29-yearold win at Pebble Beach, he would join an elite group of Rolex
Testimonees to have won the U.S. Open at this famous venue. In 1972, Jack Nicklaus
won his third title here. Ten years later he was pipped by great friend and rival Tom
Watson, who claimed his only U.S. Open title with one of the greatest finishes
in Majors history. And Tiger Woods' win in 2000 by a then record 15 strokes is
considered one of the greatest performances in golfing history. His victory was the
first en route to holding all four Major titles at the same time, the so-called Tiger Slam,
a feat no other golfer has achieved.

In 2019, Woods will have the chance at Pebble Beach to add yet another milestone
to his glorious career. In April this year, the 43-yearold completed an extraordinary
renaissance by winning his 15th Major at the Masters Tournament. A fourth U.S.
Open title would match the record haul of fellow Rolex Testimonee Nicklaus, whose
unrivalled 18 Major wins would become a realistic target for Woods.

Elsewhere, victory for Rolex Testimonee Phil Mickelson would complete his career
Grand Slam at a course where he has enjoyed much previous success. One of the
most consistently excellent golfers of the past 27 years, Mickelson turns 49 on
Sunday, 16 June, so will have extra cause to celebrate should he win the one Major
to have eluded him.

ROLEX NEW GUARD

Koepka, Woods and Mickelson will be joined in California by a new generation of
golfers at the forefront of the game, the Rolex New Guard. The maturity with which
these golfers play the game belies their young years, and every one possesses the
skill and ambition necessary to compete with any golfer, at any tournament.

One New Guard member who travels to the Pacific Coast with the distinct advantage
of having already lifted the U.S. Open trophy is 2015 winner Jordan Spieth. The
American will hope to recapture the magic of four years ago when, aged just 21, he
became one of the youngest winners.

Testimonees Rickie Fowler and Hideki Matsuyama have both been runners-up at the
U.S. Open, with Fowler finishing tied for second in 2014 and adding two further top-
10 finishes since then, while Matsuyama achieved the same feat in 2017 Similarly,
American Justin Thomas, himself a Major winner, at the 2017 PGA Championship,
has recorded two top-10 finishes at the U.S. Open. All three are eager to follow in
Spieth’s footsteps and see their name engraved on the trophy.

2/4



ROLEX . A

ROLEX CELEBRATES 40TH EDITION AS OFFICIAL
TIMEKEEPER OF THE U.S. OPEN

WORLD GOLF HALL OF FAME

Preceding the 119th U.S. Open, on Monday, 10 June, will be the Induction Ceremony
for the World Golf Hall of Fame Class of 2019. Rolex is a partner of the World Golf Hall
of Fame and among those being honoured this year is one of South Africa’s greatest
ever golfers, Rolex Testimonee Retief Goosen. In his prime, Goosen was ranked in
the world top 10 for more than 250 weeks from 2001 to 2007. His 33 worldwide wins
include two U.S. Open titles, in 2001 — the same year he was named European Tour
Player of the Year — and 2004. He led the European Tour Order of Merit in 2001 and
2002.

ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS

ROLEX TESTIMONEE U.S. OPEN CHAMPIONS
Arnold Palmer (1960)

Jack Nicklaus (1962, 1967 1972, 1980)
Gary Player (1965)

Tom Watson (1982)

Curtis Strange (1988, 1989)

Tiger Woods (2000, 2002, 2008)
Retief Goosen (2001, 2004)

Martin Kaymer (2014)

Jordan Spieth (2015)

Brooks Koepka (2017, 2018)

ROLEX TESTIMONEES EXPECTED TO PLAY THE 2019

U.S. OPEN

Daniel Berger Haotong Li

Rafa Cabrera Bello Hideki Matsuyama
Paul Casey Phil Mickelson
Jason Day Francesco Molinari
Bryson DeChambeau Thorbjorn Olesen
Luke Donald Thomas Pieters
Matthew Fitzpatrick Jon Rahm

Rickie Fowler Adam Scott
Martin Kaymer Jordan Spieth
Brooks Koepka Justin Thomas
Anirban Lahiri Tiger Woods
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ABOUT ROLEX
An unrivalled reputation for quality and expertise

Rolex, a Swiss watch manufacture headquartered in Geneva, is recognized the world
over for its expertise and the quality of its products. Its Oyster Perpetual and Cellini
watches, all certified as Superlative Chronometers for their precision, performance and
reliability, are symbols of excellence, elegance and prestige. The word “Perpetual” is
inscribed on every Rolex Oyster. But more than just a word on a dial, it is a philosophy
that embodies the company’s vision and values. Hans Wilsdorf, the founder of the
company, instilled a notion of perpetual excellence that would drive the company
forward. This led Rolex to pioneer the development of the wristwatch and numerous
major watchmaking innovations, such as the Oyster, the first waterproof wristwatch,
launched in 1926, and the Perpetual rotor self-winding mechanism, invented in 1931.
Rolex has registered over 500 patents in the course of its history. A truly integrated
and independent manufacturing company, Rolex designs, develops and produces in-
house the essential components of its watches, from the casting of the gold alloys
to the machining, crafting, assembly and finishing of the movement, case, dial and
bracelet. Furthermore, Rolex is actively involved in supporting the arts and culture,
sport and exploration, as well as those who are devising solutions to preserve the
planet.
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